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Craven DEC goes live

Thanks to funding from the Government’s Grassroots Grant Scheme, a programme funded by the Office of the Third Sector in the Cabinet Office and administered by the Community Development Fund, Craven DEC is very excited to announce the imminent launch of its brand new website, www.cravendec.org.uk. Check it out!

Responding to the Challenge of Climate Change – Local and Global
A challenge so far-reaching in its impact and irreversible in                                                                                                 its destructive power that it alters radically human existence

Tony Blair, British Prime Minister September 2004

Within the lifetime of children and young people currently in our schools, the world may be a very different place. Climate change is perhaps the greatest challenge facing humanity in our generation. Schools need to address it, and help their students and their communities, to face it in a positive way.
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Want to know more about teaching climate change then book a place on the course we’re running in Skipton on Friday June 19th – see enclosed flyer/booking form.
The Age of Stupid


The Age of Stupid is a new thought provoking climate change documentary starring Pete Postlethwaite, a man living in the devastated world of 2055, looking at old footage from 2008 and asking: why didn’t we stop climate change when we had the chance? Very cheap licenses are available for schools to show the documentary. Go to www.indiescreenings.net for more details and to book a screening.

Degrees of Change drama – bespoke workshops by professional actors

Degrees of Change is a powerful, relevant and stimulating drama about young people exploring issues of poverty, faith and climate change written by Martin O’Brien. Suitable to be performed by KS4 and KS5 students, the script and resources/ideas to help prepare for an exciting performance and unpack the issues can be downloaded free from www.cafod.org.uk/degreesofchange. The play enables young people to inspire others and to act for change in the world! If required Tententheatre can offer dynamic Degrees of Change workshops at your school to support the production based on your needs.
Thank you to Ermysted’s Big Band with vocalist Anita Barton and Ermysted’s Junior Band for a spectacular concert on 25 April                             

After a wonderfully rousing and thoroughly enjoyable evening in St Andrews Church, Skipton, when £385 was raised for Craven DEC to spend on new resources to loan to local schools and youth groups, it has been an exciting task to choose books, photopacks and DVDs suitable for all age groups.                                                                                                        The Photo Opportunities series for primary Maths and Science is a particularly welcome addition to our Resource Centre. Each pack includes 12 colour photocards featuring people and objects from around the world, a huge poster complete with world map, and a teachers’ resource book. The packs are full of fun and creative activities to bring an exciting global dimension into Maths and Science lessons.

Another new acquisition, 10 Things I Can Do to Help My World, is an enchanting and innovative book, full of engaging illustrations and lift-the-flap pages, perfect for pre-school and reception class children. It shows how even the smallest actions can help to conserve the world’s resources and doesn’t simply state the helpful actions to do; it also explains the reasons for these actions in a gentle manner that young children can easily understand. 

A Sixth Form UN Style Summit - June 17th Yorkshire Pavilions, Harrogate

Craven DEC and The Centre for Global Education, York have been working with St Aidan’s School in Harrogate so that  540 Yr 12 students from St Aidan’s and John Fisher schools will be able to work in groups and take on the role of countries, non government organisations, the press and businesses/industries. The day will be based around a scenario related to the Millennium Development Goals [MDG’s] and a philanthropist who is representing a consortium of celebrities and business leaders who are offering their fortunes to successfully implement one of the MDG’s. 
By the end of the day students will have had the opportunity to:
· Enjoy learning in a new and challenging style

· Learn about the Millennium Development Goals

· Develop skills of listening, presenting, debating

· Learn about how international decisions are made

· Learn about the roles of Non Governmental Organisations and Businesses in influencing governments and inter-government decision making

Any secondary school interested in staging a similar event with a sixth form year group should contact the Craven DEC coordinator liz@cravendec.org.uk 
Fairtrade Schools Conference comes North – 22 June in Leeds
Do you want to find out more about becoming a Fairtrade School? Are you already a Fairtrade School and want to know how you can take Fairtrade further? Would you like the chance to meet a producer who grows Fairtrade products?

Thanks to funding from DFID the Fairtrade Foundation has organised this free event for primary and secondary schools interested in putting Fairtrade into their school ethos. Due to the popularity of previous conferences places are limited to a maximum of two pupils and two members of staff per school who will be able to attend workshops related to getting started on Fairtrade and on how to build on the Fairtrade Schools Award. For more information and to book your places go to www.fairtrade.org.uk/schools/support_resources/school_conference_2009.aspx 
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Global Dimension Schools Celebrating Good Practice                                                  10 July: Friends Meeting House, Sheffield [9.30-3.30pm]

This is the dissemination conference for a number of Local Authority partnerships that have been supported by the Yorkshire and Humber Global Schools Association. All have supported primary schools through the work of an AST, lead professional or consultant. This event is an opportunity for primary teachers to share in the classroom activities that enabled the schools involved in these partnerships to embed global education in the curriculum. The conference will also feature an input from QCA which will look at the Independent Review of the Primary Curriculum in a global context.

This is a free event. To receive a registration form contact r.kirtley@hull.ac.uk 

Let’s Go Global in the Early Years Workshop                                                                                      14 October: Ingleton Primary School [6.30-9.00pm]

Research has shown that children as young as three have already formed ideas about people, cultures and countries so global education needs to start in the early years. This is why Craven DEC has put together a new workshop for Early Years practitioners working in all settings. Interactive, participants will be able to develop an understanding of the global dimension and how it can enhance young children’s learning. There will be opportunities to take part in lots of tried and well tested activities which encourage children to look at the world and the people in it with respect so that they grow up as global citizens.

For more information and to book a place [£10 registration fee is payable but otherwise the workshop is free thanks to funding from the Yorkshire and Humber Global Schools Association] contact liz@cravendec.org.uk 

Coming up …….. One World Week in Skipton, 16 – 25 October 

Yes, it’s longer than a week but we like value for money in Yorkshire! There will be lots of interesting activities for all age groups including a day’s workshop organised by Craven DEC and Olau Thomassen, Director of Bradford Community Accord, on Saturday 17 October on ‘How to get on with your neighbour – aspects of Community Cohesion’. To find out more and book a place contact liz@cravendec.org.uk
Book Review
All Kinds of People
Illustrated by Emma Damon [1995 reprinted 18 times since]

London: Tango Books Ltd ISBN 9781857070675,                                                                                                         16pp., hardback, £9.99

Reviewed by Lynn Ashton, Glusburn CP School
I shared the book with my class [Yr1/2] and children in FSU [Nursery/Reception]. Both classes loved the quirkiness of it, with the pages folding out to reveal a very tall person or a variety of children with different skin colours.There are flaps to open and close and at the end there is a mirror for you to look at yourself, with a page to record your own characteristics. The text prompted lots of discussion, with children pointing out all their differences. This was quite useful in a school where there are only a few pupils from different ethnic backgrounds. The book demonstrates how differences are manifested in many ways and the children’s responses suggested that they understood this. The outcome was that they were very positive about difference.

I think this is a useful book to have on the KS1 classroom shelf. It can be the focus of a PHSCE lesson but also would be useful to refer to should an issue of difference arise.

Also in the series - All Kinds of Babies, All Kinds of Beliefs, All Kinds of Bodies, All Kinds of Fears, All Kinds of Feelings, All Kinds of Homes and All Kinds of Transport. Craven DEC has a set of three available on loan, the one reviewed above by Lynn and All Kinds of Homes and All Kinds of Beliefs.

Great websites

Sustainable Food – You can find some excellent, fun, practical, tried-and-tested activities on sustainable food, for primary and secondary students, free to download on www.yorkshireandhumber.net/esd/food. Well worth a visit, if you’re looking at the Sustainable Schools ‘food’ doorway, or doing a topic on food/farming. Highly recommended.

Global Dimension to the Eco-Schools Programme and the Sustainable Schools Framework – Global Education Derby’s Green Flag for Development Project is responsible for a very useful website www.green-flag.org.uk, which has lots of free-to-download activities suitable for all key stages, to bring the global dimension alive in the Eco-Schools Programme and the Sustainable Schools Framework. All the resources have been written for teachers by teachers.

Enrichment Days – Everything you need to run a successful Enrichment Day in school is available free to download on www.cafod.org.uk/enrichmentdays. Current titles include: the livesimply challenge, Fairtrade enterprise and Climate Change leadership. There are more titles planned in the coming months.

Who Do We Think We Are? Week, 22 – 28 June 2009 – This week was launched to encourage primary and secondary school teachers to explore issues relating to identity, diversity and citizenship with their pupils, in their schools, local communities and the wider world. You can access starter activities, case studies, tool kits, guidance and ideas on how to take part from www.wdwtwa.org.uk. 
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Visiting and contacting Craven DEC
All teachers in the Craven area are welcome to visit the Centre, which holds a large store of resources which are available free on loan. If you would like to borrow resources please fill in the enclosed request form. To make an appointment to look through resources, visit the Centre or discuss your school’s needs, contact Liz. 
Email Liz Roodhouse [Coordinator] liz@cravendec.org.uk
St Andrews Church Hall, Newmarket Street, Skipton, BD23 2JE

Telephone number 01756 790737
















